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World Day of Prayer 2026  
 Participant Bulletin

Service Prepared by the WDP Committee of Nigeria
“I will give you rest: come.”
Matthew 11: 28-30
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Art: Rest for the Weary
Artist: Gift Amarachi Ottah



Introduction: Leader 1

Opening Song of Praise – “Keleya” (Praise God)
Keleya, keleya, He is King (repeat)
Kele Jesus, He is King
Jesus, you are good.

Opening Prayer: Leader 2

Welcome: Leader 1
Country Background Video (optional)

Scripture: Matthew 11: 28-30

RESPONSIVE READING
Scripture Reader: Come to Jesus, all you who are weary. 
All: We come.
Scripture Reader: Come to Jesus, all you who are carrying heavy burdens.
All: We come.
Scripture Reader: God will give you rest.
All: God will give us rest.
Scripture Reader: Take on the yoke that Jesus offers. It is easy. It is light.
All: We receive this yoke.
Scripture Reader: Learn from the one who is gentle and humble in heart.
All: We are here to learn.
Scripture Reader: You will find rest for your souls.
All: Thanks be to God.

Story 1: Introduction by Leader 1 followed by story #1
Intercessory Prayer

Theme Song: Come Unto Me

Are you down and feeling lonely,  
are you weary and oppressed,  
you don't have to be discouraged,  Refrain:
Come, come unto me, (2x)
Come, you who are weary, and I will give you rest.  
Come, come unto me, (2x)
Come, you who are burdened, and I will give you rest.  


Jesus says, “Come unto me.”
Refrain
Tell your brother and your sister  
That the Saviour is a friend.   
and He offers you his shoulder, 
lean on him and you'll find rest.
Refrain   

Story 2 

Intercessory Prayer

Theme Song – Refrain only

Story 3 & Candle Lighting

Intercessory Prayers
Lord’s Prayer

Call to Action: Leader 1

RESPONSIVE READING
Leader 1: Where do we find our hope in a burdened world? 
[bookmark: _Int_LJX6Iz1a]All: In Christ, who bears all of our burdens.
Leader 1: How do we respond to overwhelming situations?
All: We remain resilient, believing that the storm will pass.
Leader 1: Where do we place our trust in uncertain times?
All: In God, the Giver of life and Sustainer of all.
Leader 1: What should we do when those around us are weary and heavy laden?
All: Bear one another’s burdens, as Christ bears ours.
Leader 1: As we go forth, what is our call to action?
All: To live out our informed prayers through prayerful action.
Leader 1: May we go forth with the strength of Christ.
All: We go with faith, hope, and love, to be light in the world.
Leader 1: Be a light in the world.

Offertory & Offertory Song – His Eye is on the Sparrow
Why should I feel discouraged? Why should the shadows come?
Why should my heart be lonely, and long for heaven and home,
when Jesus is my portion? My constant friend is he:
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me;
his eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me.
Refrain:
I sing because I’m happy, I sing because I’m free,
for his eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me.

Closing Words: Leaders 1 & 2

Closing Song 

Postlude
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Rooted in faith,
called to action ¢
De la foi a laction
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