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My heart is filled with thanksgiving as we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the World Day of Prayer. Today is a milestone, and I am deeply grateful for every person who has faithfully nurtured this movement over the past century. On behalf of countless people whose lives have been touched by your prayers, thank you.
Before I begin, let me share something from my life as a grandmother.
Like many grandparents, I have spent time listening to little disagreements between grandchildren. It usually begins with one of them saying, "Grandma, that's not fair!"
One thinks the other got the bigger cookie. Another insists someone had more time with the toy. Sometimes they're right. Sometimes they're not. But as we talk it through, I remind them that peace doesn't come by ignoring the problem or simply telling everyone to stop arguing. Peace comes when we listen, when we are honest, when we make things right, and when everyone knows they are loved.
Children have an amazing instinct for justice. Perhaps that's why Jesus welcomed them so readily.
As I reflected on today's theme—"United in Prayer for Justice and Peace"—I realized that the cry of my grandchildren is really the cry of our world: "That's not fair."
We hear it in families struggling to make ends meet. We hear it in communities divided by conflict, and in nations living with war, poverty and oppression. Whether spoken aloud or carried silently in weary hearts, people everywhere are longing for someone to make things right.
That longing points us to God. And it reminds us why peace and justice have always belonged together. That is why this year's theme is such a timely and courageous one.
Throughout my ministry I have had the privilege of participating in World Day of Prayer gatherings in many countries and cultures. Whether in Canada or across the world, I have witnessed believers joining hands and hearts in prayer.
What has always struck me is this: while we may speak different languages and worship in different settings, we pray to the same faithful God.
Around the world, prayers are being lifted at the same time. God is answering them in remarkable ways. It is a powerful reminder that we belong to one body of Christ.
Today is no exception, because peace and justice are two things our world desperately longs for.
But peace is much more than the absence of conflict. It is the presence of right relationships. It is fairness. It is healing. It is people being treated with dignity because they are created in the image of God.
The Bible consistently connects peace with justice. One cannot flourish without the other.
The prophet Isaiah looked ahead to the birth of Jesus and called Him the Prince of Peace. Jesus is still our true source of peace. Only He can bring peace to our hearts, our relationships, our communities and ultimately our world. As followers of Christ, we are called not only to speak about God's Kingdom but to live it.
When Jesus taught us to pray, "Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven," He was inviting us to become participants in God's work of bringing His peace into the world.
The Bible often uses the word shalom to describe peace. Shalom is much richer than simply the absence of war. It speaks of wholeness, flourishing and restored relationships. It reflects God's desire for people to live in harmony with Him, with one another and with creation.
Jesus reminded His disciples, "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives."
God's peace calls us beyond comfort. It calls us to become peacemakers. Sometimes that means speaking for those whose voices are ignored. Sometimes it means defending the vulnerable. Sometimes it means listening with compassion. And always it means asking God for wisdom.
Shalom begins wherever God's people choose love over division, generosity over self-interest and courage over silence.
From the opening pages of Genesis, we see God's beautiful design for His creation. Everything was declared good.
Sin shattered that harmony. Since then, humanity has lived with broken relationships—with God, one another and creation itself. We do not have to look very far to see the effects today. We see conflict between nations. Division within communities. Loneliness among neighbours. 
Yet the Gospel offers hope. This is precisely the moment for the Church to live differently. This is the time to minister with mercy. To care for those in need and pursue justice. To become people who reflect God's peace wherever He places us.
Our choices today will shape generations to come. How we care for the vulnerable, welcome the stranger and respond to injustice are deeply spiritual questions. Responding to suffering is not an individual assignment; it’s something we do together.
Ephesians reminds us that we are created for good works and for community. We cannot follow Jesus without pursuing both peace and justice. We are called to pray, serve and advocate. We are called to love our neighbours without discrimination, in the name of Christ.
Today, believers are praying from Nigeria to Pakistan, from Australia to Austria, from Burkina Faso to Brazil, and across Canada—from Saskatoon to Nunavut and Vancouver to St. John’s.
That is the beauty of the World Day of Prayer. Communities gather as one. Churches stand side by side. Together we pray for a world marked by justice and peace. Our prayers are never meant to remain inside church walls. John 3:16 reminds us that God still loves this world. He calls us into it—not to withdraw from it. Our communities need people who carry God's peace into everyday life.
As we have heard today, prayer changes lives. God answers prayer. Miracles happen. So today, let us be bold enough to ask Him to do it again. Let us pray for healing. Let us pray for justice. Let us pray for peace. And then let us be willing to become part of God's answer.
That brings me back to my grandchildren.
When one of them says, "That's not fair," I cannot simply tell everyone to stop complaining. We talk. We listen. We make things right. Then peace follows.
Perhaps our Heavenly Father is inviting us to do something similar. To hear the cries of those who say, "This isn't fair." To listen with compassion. To seek what is right. To become peacemakers. And to trust that His peace will follow.
I challenge each of us to become living tributaries of God's ever-flowing river of grace.
Together—as women, men and young people united in Christ—may we recommit ourselves to faithful prayer to form a mighty current of God's transforming love.
I leave you with this Franciscan blessing as you move out into your communities:
May God bless you with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths and superficial relationships so that you will live deeply and honestly within your heart.
May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression and exploitation of people so that you will work for justice, freedom and peace.
May God bless you with tears to shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger and war so that you will reach out your hand to comfort them and turn their pain to joy.
And may God bless you with just enough foolishness to believe that you can make a difference in the world so that you will do what others claim cannot be done – to bring justice and peace to all of God’s children.
Amen. May God bless you richly.
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