A message to encourage church leaders to support World Day of Prayer services
Greetings.
In 2027, it will be the 100th anniversary of World Day of Prayer!  We are hoping that your church and community will be part of this marvelous occasion.
Women’s Missionary Societies were the base of the World Day of Prayer movement, gathering in Lindsay, ON in 1918 to discuss a nationwide day of prayer, and follow-up action addressing social justice issues common for women and families in the early 1900s.
From there, the national prayer days evolved to a worldwide event in 1927.
We hope your church would be willing to take a role in celebrating this centennial year – perhaps as a host or by promoting nearby services.
It’s an inspiring and thoughtful service that can bring the community together and help welcome new parishioners into our buildings.
The service has already been written by the World Day of Prayer International Committee, an ecumenical group that ensures that the teachings of all Christian churches are respected and reflected, as this year we examine the songs and Biblical stories of Hannah and Mary. There is an opportunity, as well, for small edits that better suit each church and community.
The music has been prepared to reflect the 2027 theme: United in Prayer for Justice and Peace.  Many services will use this music and supplement it with favourite familiar hymns.
The service is meant to be an outreach opportunity that is not taxing on already busy church leaders. World Day of Prayer services have been led for 100 years by women who volunteer as they believe in the mission, especially supporting the WDP motto of informed prayer and prayerful action. 
Traditionally, World Day of Prayer services have been held on the first Friday of March. However, to encourage this prayer movement and avoid interfering with faith events already integral to churches, World Day of Prayer services should be held on a day and at a time that best suit the community and host church.
The Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada support team are available and enthusiastic about going through the steps to host and/or promote a 2027 service. Please don’t hesitate to reach out. Email wicc@wicc.org or call 416.929.5184 or learn more at wdpcanada.ca. 
