World Day of Prayer River of History - 1927-2027
Prayers confessed failures in national life, naming "class and race discrimination" and "lack of courage on moral questions." They confessed failures in church life, for being "institution-centered instead of Christ-centered." They confessed failures in international life, acknowledging "injustice and lack of brotherliness in international and interracial relations." 
In 1938, as nations prepared for another war … women prayed a liturgy written by Alice Henderson from New Zealand entitled “The Church—A World Community.”
The women prayed: "As members of this great fellowship in the Church of the Living God, may we unite in prayer for a sense of real world brotherhood…may we be banded together in love and understanding."
Then the bombs fell in Germany, Japan, Italy, the UK, China, France, Poland and the Soviet Union. Towns, cities, and lives were torn apart.
The raging war could not stop the World Day of Prayer. The liturgies of the World War II years named the horrors without flinching: concentration camps, persecution, and the machinery of war. Over 40,000 Canadian military personnel were killed.
Prayers were not abstract. In Japanese-ruled Korea, Korean women and American missionaries distributed the 1941 prayer service to churches across the country to pray for peace. The authorities called the prayers anti-war and anti-national. American missionaries and Korean women were arrested, and churches were investigated.
The 1944 service had a stirring theme, ‘God Wondered That There Was No Intercessor.’ It was based on statements of 150 people from over 100 countries, many from nations at war with each other.
They remembered the “sorrows of all the world,” praying for "stricken people, … destroyed cities, and the unprivileged masses. They prayed for their enemies and confessed their own complicity.” 
The world was remade after the war. In 1945, the United Nations was founded, pledging to save future generations from the devastation of war. In 1948, the World Council of Churches was founded to work for Christian unity, stating that “war is contrary to the will of God.”
World Day of Prayer grew from 19th-century world missionary movements. These societies had developed annual denominational days of prayer to unite women in their work at home and abroad, and offerings funded missions.
In 1887, the Presbyterian women in the US called for a national day of prayer, while the Anglican women in Canada established a national day of corporate intercession for mission in 1895. 
Then came World War I, and the horror of Christian nations at war with one another. The women realized: Christians must work for peace. And to work for peace, they must work together.
On October 19, 1918, Presbyterian women in Canada called together representatives of the five Women’s Missionary Boards – Anglican, Baptist, Congregational, Methodist and Presbyterian to “promote the spreading of Christ’s kingdom through united prayer and action.” This led to a national and inter-denominational day of prayer on January 9, 1920 in Lindsay, ON.
In 1922, the Canadian and US committees agreed to use the same theme and day for prayer. For the 1927 Women’s Day of Prayer, a small committee of 6 women had the inspiration to send out the program to their missionary contacts around the world, which led to the words “World Day of Prayer for Missions” being on the cover.
On the first Friday in Lent of 1927, women around the world prayed together for the first time.
They prayed for hearts “dominated by Christ’s passion for justice, goodwill and equal opportunity for all races and nations, industrial justice and world peace, and farm and cannery migrants.” They asked for forgiveness for their “slowness to respond to the needs of a suffering world.” They asked the Spirit to guide them “into the lives of those in need.”

 A year later, in 1928, a World Missionary Conference was held in Jerusalem. Forty-two women from Asia, Africa, Latin America, Europe, and North America gathered to talk about this new World Day of Prayer.
Realizing that writers were needed from different parts of the world, other than North America, they asked Helen Kim from Korea to write the 1930 service.




























A Palestinian woman named Amal, whose name means Hope, told her story. She spoke about still being haunted by memories of 1948 and 1967 when family members were displaced, targeted, killed or injured.
A few years later, World Day of Prayer women named and faced another difficult reality: the AIDS crisis. African women put together a series of workshops from 2000-2002, focused on reconciliation and response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic.
In contrast to many churches and governments remaining silent about the devastation of AIDs, World Day of Prayer workshops became spaces where African women broke the silence and educated.
As the 21st century unfolded, the river of prayer met new urgencies facing the world: climate change, human trafficking and domestic violence.
In response, women were organizing—building networks across borders, demanding justice, creating sanctuaries for the displaced and exploited.
In 2001, WDP Samoa focused the movement on its core motto: Informed Prayer, Prayerful Action. Through the traditional kava ceremony that transforms strangers into family—Samoan women spoke: "We need to be informed when we pray, and we need to be practical after our prayer. It is not prayer if we do not act."
WDP France built the 2013 service around the theme "I Was a Stranger and You Welcomed Me." Five immigrant women told their stories—of trafficking, discrimination, welcome, and new life. The service prayed "for the courage to face the reasons why people are driven from their homes: war, natural disaster, the damage caused by climate change, a failed economy."
The COVID-19 pandemic forced a sudden, massive shift in how World Day of Prayer services took place, accelerating reliance on digital communications. In March of 2021, many locations in Canada had restrictions that prohibited large-group gatherings involving singing and multiple leaders at a microphone.  In response, WICC produced its first WDP service video, which was also broadcast on community TV channels nationwide. All WDP resources were available online rather than printed and shipped, permanently transforming how World Day of Prayer services are delivered.



The World Day of Prayer continued in the midst of turmoil as oppressed and colonized people who had fought in the war to free Europe from fascism fought to be free at home. The 1953 service centered on African voices, including prayers by a South African student and a teacher in Mayamba, Belgian Congo. A prayer of forgiveness was raised “for our blindness and for the inequalities we tolerate in the family of Thy children.”
In the 1960s, the Second Vatican Council gave the ecumenical movement unprecedented momentum. Catholic women were officially encouraged to join the World Day of Prayer in 1967. The World Day of Prayer was also moved from the first Friday in Lent to the first Friday in March, signaling an accommodation to Orthodox women.
In 1968, 33 women from 23 countries gathered in Sweden to form the International Committee for the World Day of Prayer. Local communities, though, would continue to be the beating hearts of the movement.

The newly formed International Committee began meeting every 4 to 5 years. The 1974 location was Mexico City, where a United Nations conference was organizing their first conference focused solely on women in 1975.
In 1976, as the United Nations launched the UN Decade for Women, our World Day of Prayer movement prayed a liturgy written by WDP Mexico, with the theme "Education for All of Life."
Opening words included “Everything that we know must be used as an instrument to make life more human in the place where we live."
Scenes featuring social injustice for women were shared: the reality of poverty, unbalanced domestic relationships and repression of governments.
The service ended by asking: "Is it true that as Christians we have social and political responsibility?"
The 1994 liturgy by WDP Palestine was shaped by the theme "Go, See and Act," and centred on women who were “moved and affected,” and “crying and lamenting,” as they accompanied Jesus to the cross.
They prayed: "Let us pray that we can see and act like...the women of Galilee. It is the duty of all God's people to protect human life and to protest against every form of discrimination—racial, religious, political, social.”
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